April 24th, 2005

Leonie, Gavin, Nadine
Once again, not that much again to write about. Nadine, got your e-mail. 
Last week I mentioned about having problems with WORD 2003. In the past week, it only froze once but this time recovered a more recently-saved file. The files I am working on were created with WORD 97 but that shouldn’t be a problem as a later version of WORD is supposed to ‘upgrade’ files from an earlier version; that is what WORD 97 did. Still there are bugs with WORD as there are with all Microsoft products. This is true too for Internet Explorer, which allows viruses, worms and other programs to get into a computer. There is a new browser called “Firefox” which I have downloaded and which is supposed to be better than IE. I think it came from the program of an earlier version of Netscape which was made ‘open’ so that anybody could work on it and improve it. However, I don’t actually use it that much.
In addition, last week, I got a letter from the bank saying that a program called ‘MarketScore’ was trying to access personal details when I logged on to my e-banking account. I followed the instructions to detect it but could not find it. However, I then checked the old computer and, sure enough, there it was. So, I deleted it. However, it does not just go after banking details; it looks for other personal information as well. You might like to check your computers to see if it is there. To do so, you can go to the (HK) website:

www.hkcert.org

The first line on the right-hand side shows ‘MarketScore’. Open it for instructions to detect and delete it. However, I can summarise the steps:
   Go to ‘Control’ Panel.’
     Click ‘Add or Remove Programs’

Look for ‘MarketScore’ ‘InternetAccelerator’, Netsetter’ or ‘RelevantKnowledge’ (alternative forms; if you have any of these, it is there.)
             For each one you find, select it and click the “Remove” button. 
If you have IE, you should check there too:
   Go to ‘Tools’

      Select ‘Internet Options’

          Click on ‘Content’ tab.
              Click on the ‘Certificates’ button in the Certificates box.

                  Click on ‘Trusted Root Certification Authorities’ tab.

                      Look for ‘MarketScore’ etc. 

                           For each one you find, select it and click “Remove” button. 

In HK, the argument about the length of the term for the next CE continues. Beijing announced that it had proposed that HK host the equestrian events for the 2008 Olympics. If was rumoured that the IOC (International Olympic Committee) had agreed, but then they failed to make the expected announcement to that effect. Apparently, there is opposition to having it held here, one view being that the all events should be held in or near the city selected to host the Olympics. If HK were selected, the Beas River site would be used with part of the Fanling golf course being used as well. 
The protests in China against Japan have abated. In an attempt to appease the Chinese, the Japanese PM apologised for WWII actions at a meeting of leaders in Indonesia. This went a long way to help in defusing the situation. However, the Chinese PM made a statement when he was in India recently that might come back to haunt him. Referring to Japan and its bid for a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council, he said that ‘a country that can’t confront its own history forthrightly doesn’t deserve to be on the U,N. Security Council.’ Uh oh! If he really meant that, then there is quite a lot of things that China has to face up to! 
Went for a run yesterday but I was rather tired and not so motivated for a run. It was also hot (though at 290C not excessively so) and very humid. Hadn’t decided on a precise route and ended up doing the shortest of three possible routes. At just 1 hr 48 min, it was the shortest run for the whole season. This was run number 22 over 23 weeks (just on week when I didn’t go) so maybe it is time to switch to warm weather exercise (swimming). Still, it has been a pretty good running season with most runs being personal bests. 
Tomorrow, April 25th, is ANZAC Day in Australia and New Zealand. I think it is a public holiday in Australia but no longer in NZ. I can remember how there always used to be a procession through Gisborne with service men and women (and when I was young, this included some from the Boer War) and various groups marching in the procession to the town Cenotaph for a service. I wonder how many schools actually remember it today? I think Christ’s College does. It is a big pity if a country forgets the contribution made by its people to defend the country. 
I have been watching one of these ‘elimination’ TV shows called “American Princess.” Have you heard of it? It is a “My Fair Lady” kind of scenario. In the first episode, in New York, 10 from an initial 20 American girls were chosen to go to England to be trained to be ‘ladies.’ This past week, the first two of the 10 were eliminated. But I am not sure I like some of what is behind it as ‘class’ (as in upper/lower classes of society) keeps coming across as well as an excessive emphasis on doing things ‘properly’ such as when they attended ‘Ladies day’ at the Ascot races. And when three guys were brought in to be escorts for the girls, it was pointed out that they came form the ‘right’ schools!!!! (which I assume means Eton, Harrow, etc). (This implies that the other 95% of the population went/go to the ‘wrong’ schools!!) 
On the 20/20 program, they showed how easy it is for young people to be lured away by people with evil intent. 20/20 set up situations to show this, with parents of the teenagers involved watching on from inside hidden vehicles. In one set up, in a shopping mall car park, a guy lets out the air from a tyre of a girl’s car and then just happens to be an innocent friendly citizen passing her vehicle when she returns. He calls out that she has a flat tyre and offers to help. In almost no time, they are both in the car with the engine running and, as the guy said, could have been out of the car park in seconds! Whew! So easy. 20/20 mentioned that 50% of all the young people that were tested were tricked into willingly get into a vehicle! 
That’s about it for now. Turned out to be much longer than I thought it would be. 
Cheers
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